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Christmas! That word no longer re- 
fers to a day, but to a period of time 
varying from four to six weeks, de- 
pending on when the decorations first 
went up over the city’s streets and 
the first Christmas Card arrived. It 
isn’t easy to re-capture the freshness 
and the wonder of the Day when “Hark 
The Herald Angels Sing’’ has been 
dinned into your ears daily for longer 
than a month. There is an editorial 
on p. 10 which offers a practical sug- 
gestion in this connection. 
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Ve 


My favorite Christmas verse is tak- 
en from a poem by Richard Crashaw, 
written 325 years ago: 


That the oe Angel - blinding 
light should shrink 

His blaze, to ‘aioe in a pool 
Shepherd’s eye; 

That the unmeasur’d God so 
should sinke, 

As Pris’ner in a few poor rags to 
lye; 

That from his Mother’s Breast 
milke should drinke, 

Who feeds with Nectar Heaven’ 
faire family; 

That a vile Manger his low Bed 
should prove 

Who in a Throne of stars Thun- 
ders above; 


That He whom the Sun serves, 
should faintly peepe 

Through clouds of Infant Flesh! 
That He, the old 

Eternal Word should be a Child, 
and weepe: 

That He who made the fire, 
should feare the cold: 

That Heaven’s high Majesty His 
Court should keepe 

In a clay cottage, by each blast 
control’d: 

That Glories’ self should serve 
our Griefs and feares, 

And free Eternity submit to 
years, 

Let our o’erwhelming wonde 


be! 
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BRAZIL — A recent Brazilian con- 
vert said to the Rev. Norman Duns- 
more, evangelist in the state of Bahia, 
“T knew catechism; I knew the 
names of the saints, but I 
had some questions to ask for which 
the I was 
person, 


my 
most of 
received answers. 
wanting to 
please God but I was never told how. 
One day I picked up a New Testa- 
ment in a friend’s home. Then Christ 
stood right before me and pointed to 
I learned with 


1 never 
a conscientious 





Peery reais 


passage after passage. 
Him and no one else.”’ 


from MONDAY MORNING 


JAPAN — During the terrible days 
) following the Nagoya typhoon, Amer- 
ican personnel pitched in to do what 
they could to help. Pictured with 
Mrs. Borchert (right) wives of 
Lockheed Aircraft engineers stationed 
at Naka, gathered in our home to 
make sandwiches by the hundreds for 
hungry children. Some of 
them also went to the milk station to 
deliver milk station-wagon 








are 


refugee 


help via 








Lutheran House To Distribute 


35,000 Christmas Annuals 


MINNEAPOLIS, 
More ‘*‘Christ- 
mas An Annual of 
Christmas Literature and Art’’ will be 
distributed the 
year by Augsburg 
House of 
Church. 


Minn. 


135.000 copies of 


—(RNS)- 
than 
American 
across this 
the 
the 


country 
Publishing 
Evangelical Lutheran 


Since it was first published in 1931, 


more than 2.500.000 issues have been 


sold, according to statistics issued by 


the publishing agency here. 


The annual has been read by churc! 


business leaders, ambas 


dignitaries, 


sadors and presidents of the United 
States. Herbert Hoover gets a copy 
every year to read to his grandchil- 
dren. This year, President Eisen- 


hower will open the annual and see 
wintertime scene of his farm at Gettys- 
burg, Pa., done in water color by New 
York artist George Gray. 


Central theme of each annual is 
Christ. The book 
tising, no 


Santa Claus. 


aaver- 


contains no 


scenes of revelry and no 





and their congregation voted one of 


their church offerings to help rebuild 


the Tsushima Reformed church which 


was inundated. 
Harold Borchert 
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Chamber of Commerce 
Distributes “Keep Christ 
In Christmas” Kits 


DAYTON, O. — (RNS) — More 
than 3,000 kits designed to promote 
a more reverent observance of Christ- 
distributed to 
ness and industrial firms by the Day- 
ton Keep Christ in Christmas Com- 
mittee through the Chamber of 


mas are being busi- 


local 
Commerce. 


The kits contain a “Keep Christ in 


Christmas” poster and a_ suggested 
message for use in house organs, over 


public address systems or as a letten 


to employees. 


In addition, the committee’s pro- 
gram includes outdoor Nativity scenes, 
caroling, home decorating contests and 
Christmas parties for dependent chil- 


dren. 


Graham Hopkins, Episcopal layman 


and committee chairman, explained 
that “our whole effort is to bring in- 


to clearer focus the meaning of Christ- 


mas. 


“We have no conflict with the com- 
mercial aspects of Christmas,” he said, 
“nor are we trying to change anything 
in its observance. We just want to 
add Christ.” 


Jaycees To Sponsor 
Christmas Parade Despite 
Declining Interest 

READING, Pa. — (RNS) — The 


Junior Chamber of Commerce here, 
sponsor of the city’s annual Christ- 
mas parade, decided to hold the 10th 
in the series of demonstrations follow- 
ing reports that the event might be 
canceled because of declining interest. 





“People just don’t like to work on 
floats,” a Jaycee spokesman said. The 
number of entries in the parade has 
dropped over the past few years. The 
observance inaugurated as the 
first of its kind in the nation to pro- 
mote the theme, “Put Christ Back in 
Christmas.” 


was 












In deciding to try again this year, 


the Jaycees threw participation in the 





1959 


parade open to any organization pro- 
vided it avoids all commercialism and 


sticks to the theme. Previously, only 
churches and groups with religious 
aims were allowed to participate. 


Ministerial Group Scores 
Early Christmas Parade 
RALEIGH, N. C. — (RNS) — 
Christmas before the Yule 
season were strongly opposed by the 
Raleigh Ministerial Union here. 


parades 


It sent a formal protest to the local 
Merchants Bureau for scheduling a 
Christmas parade prior to Thanksgiv- 
ing and the Advent season. The Rev. 
Walser H. Allen, Jr., the union’s presi- 
dent, said an appeal to the bureau not 
to hold the parade was disregarded. 

Meanwhile Wesley Williams, ths 
bureau’s executive secretary, admitted 
the parade was planned prematurely 
for one reason: “It stimulates early 
Christmas shopping.”” (See editorial, 


p. 10) 


Protestant Leaders Appeal For 
Liquor-Less Office Parties 

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. —(RNS)— 
Eighteen Minnesota Protestant leaders 
have appealed to 1,250 employees in 
the state urging them 
liquor at Christmas parties for their 
workers. 


not to serve 


“Twice as many motorists die the 
night before Christmas as do on 
Christmas Day, or even the holiday 
weeks,” said their letter circulated by 
the United Temperance Movement of 
Minnesota. 

“And part of this is due to tipsy 
drivers coming from Christmas par- 
ties,” it stressed. 

Noting that Christmas parties can 
be gay without liquor,” the letter sug- 
gested four elements for such parties: 
family and children emphases, attrac- 
tive food soft drinks, traditional 
earols and entertainment of quality. 


and 


Dublin To Get First Public 
Christmas Crib 

DUBLIN — (RNS) — Dublin is to 
have its public 


first Christmas crib 


this year. 
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Made of fiber glass, it will be erect- 
ed on a platform at the Nels-Pillar, 
famous landmark in O’Connell Street, 
the city’s principal thoroughfare. 


It will be surrounded by a seven- 
foot high illuminated cross and will be 
unveiled by Lord Mayor Patrick A. 
Brady on Dec. 8. 


Needy Abroad Get Over 504 
Million Pounds Surplus Food 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) — 
The U. S. Department of Agriculture 
said here that it gave more than half 
a billion pounds of surplus food to 
voluntary agencies for distribution to 
needy abroad’ in the first 
quarter of the 1959 fiscal year. 

It is that of the 713, 
500,000 pounds of agricultural com- 
modities which it donated during July 
1 - Sept. 30, some 504,300,000 pounds, 
or more than two-thirds, was for over- 
seas distribution. 


persons 


reported 


This was an increase of about 10 
per cent over the rate of donations 
during the fiscal year that ended June 
30, 1959. 

Among the commodities donated to 
religious and charitable groups for 
overseas aid in the July - September 


quarter were 262 million pounds of 
flour, 145 million pounds of dried 


million pounds of cornmeal, 


ilk, 77 
13 million pounds of wheat, and over 
However, 
no cheese and rice was given, althoug! 


7 aa ly « , 
tne voluntary 


5 million pounds of corn. 


agencies received 36 
million pounds of cheese and 54 mil- 
lion during the last 
year. 


pounds of rice 


Concern Expressed 
About “Secular Sunday” 


The “increasing infringement” by 
secular and even church-related organ- 
izations on Sunday church time is re- 
garded by members of the Peoria (Ill. 
Council of Churches as a matter of 
eoncern to the nation. In a recent 
statement by the council’s board of 
directors, the situation is regarded a 
‘‘a serious cause for alarm.” 


Declaring that too many stores, bu 
and places of 
tainment do a_ thriving 

on Sunday, the statement points out 
that now even Boy Scout and church 
youth groups plan outings and othe 
programs which take hundreds of chil- 
dren, young people and adults away 
from Sunday School and worship serv- 


ices each Sunday. 


enter- 
business 


houses 


iness 


“A newer development is the poy 
ular and widening practice of holding 
conventions on Sunday”’, the statement 
continues, urging that this concern be 
expressed to national denominational 
bodies as well as the National Coun- 


‘il and other cooperative bodies. 


Such an inquiry, it declared, would 
letermine if other church bodies con- 
that this is a growing problen 
and would discover whether a common 
united stand could be 


cur 


basis for a 


found. 


“This is an issue too great for any 
single local church or even council 
of churches to deal with,” the state- 
ment udes, “but we believe that 
united action can be taken which will 
maintain the rights of the church with- 
out infringement on individual lib- 
erty. 


concel 





Do You Wish You Had Been In Bethlehem? 


And yet —- do you know — I don’t 
really envy those people, who might 
have been you and me. I don’t envy 
the who lived in Bethlehem 
that night, even though many of them 
must have seen Jesus and Mary and 
Joseph with their own eyes. For they 


people 


couldn’t have known all that they 
were seeing. 
They couldn’t know all that this 


Baby was born to do: the words of 
joy that He would speak to an unhappy 
world, the love He would show to 
people too used to hatred, the victory 
He would win over the sin and sorrow 
of the world. 


You and I are greatly blessed to 


live now, when His work of love is 


DECEMBER 16, 


finished. He is as close to us, today, 
as He was to the children of Bethle- 
hem. Closer, for today we do not even 
have to reach out our hands to toucl 
Him. 


If we are really sorry for our sins, 
we can come to Him just as truly as 
shepherds did in Bethlehem. 
And He will forgive us and give back 
to us that joyous fellowship with God 


those 


- lost so long ago in the Garden of 


Eden. This is the Christmas gift 
that God gives to you and to me and 
to everyone on earth. 

-Mrs. Billy Graham 


OUR CHRISTMAS STORY 
Thomas Nelson & Sons 


1959 
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“God so loved the world oe 

He did, and does, 

Though it’s not an easy thing to do 

Even for God. 

[ guess it’s the hardest thing for you and me to ever un 


derstand. 


Creation wasn’t hard. 
In seven days God put the darkness in its place. 
He made the sun. 
He sent the stars a-spinning in the sky. 
He bulged the mountains up and filled the lakes. 
He got the grass all planted, 
And made the rabbits run, 
the fishes swim, 
the birds fly in the sun. 


And then God made old Adam, 

And gave him freedom of choice. 
Adam could stand. 

For Adam had a hankering for that one tree he couldn’t 
touch. 

And Eve didn’t help him any — 

And when God shut them out of the garden 

You’d think they’d learned their lesson, 

But they didn’t. 

Things got worse, not better. 


Which was more than 


to say the least. 


Abraham came along, arguing with God. 

And David, who was king, 

Thought everything would be right if he could get Bath- 
sheba. 

Hosea had an unfaithful wife 

God used that to talk to men, 

For men had been unfaithful to Him 


Adam. 


ever since 


that God hadn’t tried. 


lt wasn’t 


The Christmas Story 
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’ 4 2 
l'rombones” ) 


REV. EUGENE K. BRINK 


He naa 


He talked to Moses and to Jeremiah, and to Isaiah in 


done everything for His creatures. 
the temple. 

But men laughed at His prophets, 
and stones and cursed. 

job, loving sinners. 


threw 


It’s no easy 


Then one night God stepped out on space 
And looked at His world. 
It was a pretty sorry mess. 


Caesar Augustus thought he ruled the roost. 
Certainly he ruled the Jews. 
His armies marched from Dan to Beersheba and back 
again. 
God had rescued His people 
from Pharaoh once in Egypt land. 
Nebuchadnezzar 
And now they were in trouble all 
their necks. 


from old too. 
over again— 


Right up to 


And the sad part was, they never thought of God. 
Except to say a fancy prayer on the street corner, 
so everyone could see. 
Except to sell pigeons in the temple — 
two-bit birds that brought a dollar 
because they said, “‘God blessed them.” 
It was hard to know which was worse — 
The Romans that ruled or God’s own people that made 
racketeer. 
tithe of the mint that grew 


Him a 
They gave a at their back 
door 
But they didn’t love mercy and justice and righteousness 
Any more than the Romans did. 


[That night, when God looked down on His world, 

And saw that it was full of sinners: 

They had stoned His prophets — killed His messengers. 
What more could He do? 
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God knew — He had known from the beginning. 
God said, “I’ll send My Son!” 
And God went to work to carry out His plan. 


Mary lived in Nazareth. 

She was pure and good. 

And God sent the angel Gabriel: 

“Fear not, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
Behold, you will conceive and bear a son, 

And you shall call his name, Jesus.” 


And Caesar Augustus, sitting in his place, 

Writing on his proclamation, 

Didn’t think about God’s plan. 

But he sent Joseph and Mary 

So Jesus could be born there, 
He would. 


packing off to Bethlehem, 
where the Good Book said 


In Bethlehem, the innkeeper was really having himself 
a ball. 
Every room was full — even the attic room 
brought five shillings from a merchant, 
too tired to know the bed was hard. 
When Joseph knocked and asked for room, 
There was none particularly for a carpenter. 
And the innkeeper told him so. 
But when he saw Mary, great with child, 
He sent them around back. 


O Lord, no room for God Himself, 

Except in the manger where the old cow ate, 

And only hay to make a bed. 

But Mary didn’t mind. 

And that night she brought forth her So! 
and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid Him in the manger. 


In the same country there were shepherds, 
Keeping watch over their flocks. 
To them God sent a whole army of angels 
Telling Good News. 
They went in a hurry to see what had come to pass 
And they found Jesus, in that barn behind the inn. 


And the wise men too, were there 
With gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
And nobody said a mumbling word. 


QO, I tell you brother, 

There still is no room for Jesus. 

Folks are much too busy now. 

And angel voices don’t sound very loud in all our noise. 


But there are still some wise men 

Who bring their gifts to Christ. 

And some shepherds 

Who don’t have anything to bring except themselves. 
And they get down on their knees before the Lord. 


“God so loved the world that He 
Son.” 


sent His only begotten 


O don’t you keep Him out in the manger of your life. 
God loves you. Let Him in. 

The Rev. Mr. Brink is pastor of the First Christian 
Church, Carrollton, Texas. 
Weldon Johnson. 


With appreciation of James 
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Christmas Greetings 


In The Blessed Saviour’s Name: 


Again, it is Christmas! Christmas with its familiar, 


ever fascinating radiance; its glitter and its gifts; its 


songs and its sentiment; its majesty and its mystery. Is 
there any season quite so appealing to quite so many peo- 
ple? 


It would hardly seem so. Perhaps this is becauss 


Christmas belongs to everyone. 


It belongs to the child! Since that greatest of yester- 


days when @ manger in Bethlehem cradled an Infant who 


was worshipped by men and angels and upon whon 


centered the hopes of the ages, childhood has been elevated 


to a position of privilege and protection. 


As we 
Anna in the sunset of life lifting their voices to prais« 
God for the 


It belongs to the aged! witness Simeon and 


Dawn of their Messiah’s day, we know that 


Christmas brings a glorious Light to dispel the dark 
shadows of old age. 

It belongs to the laborer and the lowly! When God 
dispatched angelic choirs to invite humble shepherds to 
the crib at Bethlehem, He displayed concern that the 


humblest understand the meaning and know the joy of 


this glorious day. 


Motherhood received its holiest 
Christ the “the Off- 


the virgin’s womb.”’ And on that day of His 


It belongs to parents! 


endorsement when Creator became 
spring of 
Nativity, men caught their first real glimpse of God’s 
perfect Fatherhood in the “unspeakable gift’? of His only 


Son. 


It belongs to everyone—at least to everyone who senses 
his sin and his seed of a Saviour! 
the troubled, the fearful, the sore-distressed, the angeli 
message comes with heaven-given hope: 
not for I bring you good tidings of 
For 


unto you is born this day in the city of David 


“Fear 


great joy, which shall be to all people. 


a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 
2310, 11). 


Christmas belongs to us because we belong to Christ. 


Such knowledge enables us to express our praise with 


Mary in the words of the Magnificat: 


“My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.” 
Rev. George Scotchmer 


Galveston, Texas 
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To the sin-burdened, 


Y oe 

















eae wan we 





















THE SERMON- 





The Head of Jesus 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


“His head and His hairs were 
white like wool, as white as 


Text: 
snow” 
was as the sun shineth in his 
strength; on His head were 

(Rev. 1:14; 19: 


... “His countenance 


crowns’. 


12) 


| wish to think with you about “The 
Head of Jesus’. We have often seen 
pictures which give us man’s ideas of 
Jesus. We have seen Him as a Baby 
lying in the manger with a halo around 
His head. As we sing Martin Luther’s 
Hymn, “Away in a Manger’, we can 
almost visualize the whole scene. We 
have seen His picture as a boy stand- 
ing in the midst of the doctors and 
answering questions. We have seen 
Him pictured as He came up from the 
Jordan river; as He fought the great 
battle with Satan in the wilderness; as 
He walked by the Sea; as He sat on 
the Mount and preached His great 
sermon; as He carried the lamb, the 
Good and Great Shepherd. We have 
seen Him reproduced with the 
crown of thorns on His head. 


even 


All these pictures are of the Man 
Jesus and they give us different ideas 
of how men think He looked when 
upon earth. They are all products of 
fancy for we have no description of 
Him in the Bible as a Man. 


Let us turn from these fancies of 
men to the symbolic vision which John 
saw of the Risen and Glorified Christ, 
the Head of the Church, as He stood 
in the midst of the seven candlesticks. 
I confess freely that I cannot under- 
stand all that this vision was meant 
to reveal to us, I can only tell you 
what it suggests to me. 


I. The first suggestion that comes 
to my mind as I read these words is 
that of Eternity. “His head and His 
white like wool.” There 
are many statements in Scripture of 
the Deity of our Lord, of His pre- 
existence with the Father: “In the 


hairs were 


beginning was the Word and the Word 
was with God and the Word was God. 
[he same was in the beginning with 
God.” 


Daniel spake of Him as the 
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“Ancient of Days, His head as pure 
wool.” Isaiah in giving His name calls 
Him “The Everlasting Father.” and 
Jesus said to the Jews, “Before Abra- 


ham was, I am.” 


This idea of Eternity may not be 
intended, but the words are so similar 
to those of Daniel, that they suggest 
it to me. And we know that the 
thought is true. The Head of the 
Church is the Eternal Son of God of 
same substance, equal in power and 
glory; Whose goings are from ever- 
lasting. 


Il. The second thought which comes 
to me is that of Purity, or Holiness, 
“as white as snow”. Snow is always 
a symbol of Purity, or Holiness. 


Our Lord lived in a wicked world, 
came in contact with sin in all its 
forms and sinners of all kinds. He 
was tempted in all points like as we 
are, yet without sin, for in Him there 
sin. No sinful thought, word, 
or deed marked His life among men. 
Our religion is a Holy religion. The 
Head of the Church stands in the 
midst of the Church, as white as snow. 


is no 


Ill. The third idea coming to my 
mind is that of Glory: “His coun- 
tenance (or appearance) was as the 


sun shineth in His strength.” As we 
look into the sky the one object which 
shines brightest is our sun. It shines 
so brightly that we cannot gaze upon 
it with the naked eye. 


So our Saviour shines forth in all 
His glory: the glory which He had 
with the Father and which was veiled 
for a time in human flesh, now bursts 
forth, When He comes again it will 
be in clouds of glory: the glory of 
angels; the glory of the Father; and 
His own glory. 


He shines forth in His strength to 
Light and Life and Love to a 
dark and dead and cold world. “I am 
the Light of the world,’”’ He said. In 
Him Life. Here is in all 
its wonder. 


give 


was Love 


IV. The fourth statement of the 





taken 
from the 19th chapter of Revelation 
where a description of our Risen Lord 


text suggests majesty. It is 


is again given: “On His head were 
many crowns (or diadems).” We 
might use this sentence to sum up our 
description of the Head of Jesus: “All 
hail the power of Jesus’ Name — and 
crown Him Lord of all’. The crown- 
ing is coming by and by. What are 
some of the crowns or diadems that 
He will wear? 


First, the Crown of Perfect Man- 
hood. Jesus was not a “make-believe” 
man; He was a real man. He became 
a real man by taking to Himself “a 
true body and a reasonable soul, being 
conceived by the power of the Holy 
Ghost in the womb of the Virgin Mary, 
and born of her, yet without sin.” 
That is the way the Catechism puts it. 


He was touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities and tempted in all 
points like as we are, yet without sin. 
The Bible and History are full of great 
and good men, but none like Him. 
No other man can be a hiding place 
from the wind, a covert from the 
storm, as streams of water in a thirsty 
land, and as the shadow of a great 
rock. There have been many kings 
among men, some good and some bad, 
but there is but One King of Men; 
the Man Christ Jesus. 


Let us bring the crown of Perfect 
Manhood and place it on His head, 
for He is the Second Adam: In Adam 
all died, but in Christ, the Ideal Man, 
all live. 


The second crown is the crown of 
Almighty Power. Even as a man on 
earth this power was seen: over nature 
as He spoke to the storm and the wind 
ceased and the waves grew calm; over 
disease as He healed all manner of 
sickness; over demons who were cast 
out at His Word; over death and the 


grave. His power is the power of 
rod. 
The Risen Christ said to His dis- 


ciples, “All power is given to me in 
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It is by His 
authority that we can go and preach 
and teach the Gospel. 


heaven and on earth.” 


There have been some men of might 
in the world, but only One with Al- 
mighty Power. Let us place this crown 
upon His head. 


The third is the crown of Infinite 
Wisdom. “In Him are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 
Jesus never said, “I think,” or “I sup- 
pose”, or even “I believe”; it was al- 
ways “I know.” He knew what was in 
man and often rebuked the thoughts 
of those in His presence. In the vision 
of John, No one could open the book 
of History except the Lamb who is the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah. He only 
could break the seals and show us the 
things to come. 


There have been many wise men, 
but a greater than Solomon is He. 
We must place this crown upon His 
brow. 


The fourth crown Jesus wears is 
the crown of Humble Service. There 
have been other men who lived to 
serve. They have been followers of 
the Great Servant. When He lived 
on earth, He stooped to lift up the 
fallen, to comfort cheer those 
in sore distress, to minister to every 
human need, saying, “Come unto me 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.” Let us 
place this crown upon His head for 
He, the King, took water in a basin and 
a towel and washed the feet of His 
disciples. 


and 


Still another crown is the crown of 
Amazing Grace, Love dressed in its 
most beautiful garment: “Ye know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
that though He was rich He became 
poor, that we through His poverty 
might be made rich.” Paul spoke of 
the riches of His grace,” and Paul 
ought to know for, “He loved me and 
gave Himself for me”. There have 
been other men who loved, but only 
One Head rightly wears the 
of Love. The King of Love is 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


crown 
the 


Then there is the crown of Vicarious 
Suffering. There have been many 
men who have suffered, for we live 
in a world of pain and sickness and 
sorrow, but there has never been an- 
other who suffered as He suffered. 
No other was made sin for another, as 
He was for us. No one had a 
Gethsemane or a Calvary like His. 
He suffered, the Just for the unjust 
that He might God. 


else 


reconcile us to 
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“When I the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of Glory died, my 
gain I count but loss, and pour 
contempt on all my pride.’”’ There is 
only One Head that can wear this 
crown. He wears it even as He wore 
the crown of thorns placed there by 
the soldiers. 


survey 


richest 


There is one more crown which we 
may place upon His head: The crown 
of Universal “For every 
knee shall bow and every tongue con- 
fess that He is Lord to the glory of 


Dominion: 


God the Father.”’ God said, “I will 
give thee the heathen (nations) for 
thine inheritance and the uttermost 


parts of the earth for thy possession.” 


succession of 
men who have tried to be world-con- 
querors: 


There have been a 
There is only One who will 
be crowned King of Kings and Lord 


of Lords. Yes, the Crowning Day is 
coming by and by. 


Just more The crown 
of our heart’s love and devotion. 


Will 
you not place that upon 


one crown: 
J His head? 
Once when her chaplain preached to 
Queen Victoria on the Second Coming 
of Christ, the queen said, “I wish | 
could live until He comes.” “Why?” 
asked the chaplain. “I would like to 
take my crown off my head and lay it 
at His feet.” 


He, the King, is saying to you and 
me, “My son, my daughter, give Me 
heart.”” May we say to Him, 
“Take my heart, it is Thine own; it 
shall be Thy royal throne.” 


your 


The Rev. Mr. Parker, author of our 
weekly Sunday School Lessons, is re- 
tired and living in Mt. Mourne, N. C. 





The Symbolism of The Christmas Tree 


BY MARGARET TAYLOR McMAHAN 


There is a beautiful spiritual sym- 
bolism in the Christmas tree which 
makes it fitting to be used in a Chris- 
tian home and in festivities of the 
Christian Church. As I see the tree 
and think of Christ and the Christian 
life, I notice, 

The tree has a strong trunk and 
deep roots — So must the Christian 
life be strong at the center where 
Christ Himself dwells, drawing life 
and vitality from Him, rooted and 
grounded in suffused with the 
power of the Holy Spirit even as a 
tree is suffused with life-giving sap. 


love, 


The tree is evergreen — Christmas 
trees are always evergreen — fir, 
pine, cedar, hemlock, spruce — be- 
cause only that kind can survive in the 
cold northern countries. The green 
of the tree symbolizes the life which 
is ours in Jesus Christ — a life of 
union with Him unto everlasting life. 
The green also symbolizes the living 
of the Christian life which is daily 
possible only as we draw upon Him. 


The tree tapers upward to a point 
and reaches upward toward heaven. 
So does the life of the Christian. Al- 
though we united to Him here 
and now, our Hope lies in the future 


are 


and above. Some day we shall 

be perfectly like Him for we shall 
see Him as He is. 

The tree gives forth light. Christ 


is referred to in Scripture as the Light 
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of the World and again as the Rose of 
Sharon, the Bright and Morning Star 
So the lights of the tree fittingly re- 
mind us of Christ, our light and ow 
life. 


The star at the apex symbolizes the 
Star of Bethlehem which guided the 
Wise Men to the Babe in the manger. 


The holly with its red berries and 


other red decorations remind us of 
the blood of Christ which was shed 
for us. 


The green colors call to mind growth 
in the life everlasting which belongs 
to the child of God. 


The white and silver decorations 
speak of the purity and sinlessness of 
Christ, hence of the purity expected 
of one who belongs to Him. 


The gold represents Deity — 
Christ’s deity. It reminds us that we 
are children of the Almighty. 


The purple speaks of royalty — for 
He is King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords and He has promised to make 
His own a Kingdom of priests unto 
God. It also reminds us of His throne 
which is above every throne and of 


the Judgment with which He shall 
judge the nations. 
The bells signify the Joy of the 


life — 


speakable as we 


Christian fulness of Joy un- 
rejoice in the Lord 
always. 


—Fayetteville, N. C. 


1959 
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Choose to be born? Impossible, you 
say. Yes, impossible for all but one. 
He alone could so choose, for He is 


God. 


He chose His mother and His place 
of birth. He chose to be born by a 
miracle — the miracle of God being 
born with a human body as an infant. 
He chose to be born when He knew 
that this birth would lead to a hor- 
rible death. He chose to be born in 
a stable where lambs are wont to be 
born, for He was to be “the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world”. They called His name Jesus, 


for He was to “save His people from 


their sins’’. 


This glorious incarnation of Christ 
marks a turning point in human his- 
tory. Here we have God the Father 
giving the gift of His own Son be- 
cause He loved us. Here we have the 
Son, with no regard for His own con- 
but by a compas- 
sionate concern for our need, leaving 
Heaven’s glory and taking upon Him- 
self the humiliation of the human 
body, even the body of a baby. 


cerns, compelled 


But we dare not pause at the cradle 
to worship a baby newly born, nor 
do we bow a babe in His 
mother’s arms, for Bethlehem’s cradle 
is empty. He is no longer the Baby 
Jesus. Bethlehem was only the vesti- 
bule to the holy plan of redemption. 


before 





What more perfect word could 
have been found to announce the 
Son than this lovely word Wonder- 
ful! This word brings to mind so 
many sacred things: a little child’s 
eyes filled with wonder as he hears 
the story of the coming of the 
Christ Child into the world — the 
tones of a great organ filling the 
sanctuary of a majestic cathedral— 
the cleansing miracle of the New 
Birth as it is felt in the soul of a 
man long estranged from God. 


-Zula Evelyn Coon 
WORSHIP SERVICES 


FROM THE HYMNS 
Fleming H. Revell, Co. 
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Choosing To Be Born! 


Further, we must not pause to wor- 
ship the historic of Nazareth 
as He walked among the children of 
men, for His footsteps are not now 
heard in Judea. His holy, sinless life 
became the prelude to the cross that 
He might be the spotless lamb, the lit- 


Jesus 


tle pascal lamb, to be slain for the 
sins of the people. 
The climax of the world’s history 


and of God’s dealing with men took 
place at Calvary’s cross where Christ, 
clothed with this human body, suf- 
fered the humiliation of the judgment 
of God against sin sinners. He 


‘ 


and 


bore our sins “in His own body on the 


tree’. He suffered, “the just for the 
unjust, that He might bring us to 
God’”’. He poured out His life that 


we might live. 


But the Christ hanging on the cross 
is not the object of our worship, for 
He no longer hangs under the blazing 
sun of Golgotha. They took Him 
down and placed Him in the tomb of 
Joseph of Arimathea. We follow Him 
to the garden where He was buried, 
but we cannot find a place of worship 
there, “He is 
here”. The open tomb became a por- 
tal through which He came, in a glori- 
fied body, to ascend into the heaven- 
lies and to be seated at the Father’s 
right hand, an high priest who ‘ 
liveth 
Here is adoration. 


for risen; He is not 


‘ever 
for us. 
We must worship 
Him, the Man in glory, in spirit and in 
truth, for there is mediator be- 
tween God and men, the Man Christ 
Jesus”. “He is thy Lord . . . worship 
thou Him”. He chose to be born in 
humility, that He might be exalted in 
due time as the object of our worship. 


to make intercession” 


se 
one 


This Christ said, “Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God”. Though you cannot 
choose to be born again physically, you 
can and ought to choose to be born 
again spiritually. This is done by 
receiving this crucified and _ resur- 
rected Christ, the Man in _ glory, 
as your personal Saviour and God. 
Those who thus to be born 
again by believing in this matchless 
Christ will also be exalted in due time 
into His glorious presence in the heav 
enlies. 

-Joseph M. Stowell, D.D. 
THE AMERICAN TRACT SOC. 


choose 





DECEMBER 16. 





have a 


stories 
charm unequaled in all literature. 
They possess all the delight of the 
fairy-story, with this great differ- 


The Christmas 


ence, that these are true. Stories 
of other-worldly visitants to earth 
abound in the ancient mythologies; 
but these highest flights of man’s 
imagination cannot compare, even 
in beauty of language and ethereal 
grace, with the simple record of the 
events accompanying our Saviour’s 
Birth. 


-Herbert F. Stevenson 
A GALAXY OF SAINTS 
Fleming H. Revell, Co. 











Count it all Joy 


There are times when some Chris- 
tians react so differently from others 
under identical circumstances, that we 
are, at least, impressed by outward 
appearances. 


In times of real trouble, some will 
have a marked tendency toward losing 
faith in everything. We say, “He is 
disgusted with the world in general”. 
When the trouble becomes intense and 
the affliction seems humanly incur- 
able he will become desperate and we 


say, “He has reached his row’s end”. 


In this unhappy state of mind he is 
impatient and unable to use his natural 
reasoning powers. He is anything but 
joyous. 


Not so with the Christian whose life 


has been turned over to his Lord. 
When temptations, troubles, afflic- 
tions come, he understands. This is 


the time for him to stand on his faith, 
to exercise patience. 


Instead of being overcome with sad- 
ness and self-pity, he takes the oc- 
casion to rejoice in the knowledge 
that his future is in Gods’ hands. He 
is able to think clearly and to use the 
means God may provide for the al- 
leviation of his affliction. 


James summed this up in fewer, 
finer words when he urged “My breth- 
ren, count it all joy when we fall into 
divers temptations; knowing this, that 
the trying of your faith worketh pa- 
tience’’. 

—Roy LeCraw 













EDITORIAL 





\ Suggestion About 
“Christmas Parades”’ 


In Raleigh, N. C., the Ministerial 
Association has risen up against Cham- 
bers of Commerce and Merchants who 
schedule the traditional “Christmas Pa- 
rade” earlier and earlier each year. 
This year, in many locales, the event 
took place well before Thanksgiving 
(see story, p. 4). 


The commercialization 
of Christmas has been accompanied by 
an effort to launch the 
early as possible to increase sales. “Do 


increasing 
season as 


your Christmas shopping early” begins 
to appear around the first of Novem- 
ber, now. And Christmas cards show 
up earlier This editor 
his first on Nov. 21. 


too. received 


We recognize the interest that mer- 
chants have in selling as many Christ- 
mas goods as possible. And we doubt 
if all the Ministerial Associations in 
the world could persuade store owners 
to pass up the chance to make an ex- 
tra buck. But we do have a sugges- 
tion: Why not have the 
early in November as anyone wishes, 
but call it a Thanksgiving Parade in- 
stead of a Christmas 


parade as 


-arade? 


Macy’s store in New York for years 
has launched the 
no one 


season in a 
has considered 


manner 
offensive with 
its traditional Thanksgiving Day Pa- 
rade. Viewed by upward of a million 
people each year, Macy’s parade has 
provided the holiday atmosphere, stim- 
ulating sales and promoting good will 
without soiling the beauty of Christ- 
mas. Why cannot the idea of a Thanks- 
giving Parade the 
abomination? 


replace present 


Ministerial groups 
gest a Thanksgiving Parade to local 
promoters. It not only would help 
improve the Christmas season by pro- 
tecting “Silent Night” from a six- 
weeks run, it would give the merchants 
an entirely different buyer’s 
to take advantage of by including 
Thanksgiving shopping in addition to 
Christmas shopping! 


might well sug- 


season 
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All One Body We? 


One thing that continually impresses 
the careful observer of the American 
religious scene is the utter impossi- 
bility of gaining a unanimous judg- 
ment on any subject, regardless of 
what it is. This was brought home 
rather forcefully this past week when 
took issue with the 
opinion on two issues of 


religious groups 
prevailing 
current interest. 

In Syracuse, N. Y., the Universalist 
Church of America adopted a resolu- 
tion deploring current efforts to stop 
the flow of salacious and pornographic 
materials through the mails. The res- 


olution, asserting that freedom of 
communication “is essential to the 
functioning of the free mind,” op- 


posed any censorship by Post Office 
officials and other federal authorities 
in charge of communications channels. 


And in 


radio 


Grand Mich., the 
director of the 
toman Catholic diocese 
“stand up and 
of the 


Reminding the bar- 


Rapids, 
television 
Grand Rapids 


and 


urged tavern keepers to 
fight the 
liquor industry.” 


blue-nosed enemies 


keeps that they are “an honorable 
profession,” the Roman official de- 
clared that they should get rid of 
their inferiority complexes. 


We are reminded again that without 
unanimity in theology there can be 
“We 


” 


are not divided, all one body we,” as 


no unanimity in ethical practice. 


the old hymn would have it, is always 
aualified by the Scriptural “can two 


walk together except they be agreed?” 


Christ The Destroyer 


What a strange title for a Christ- 
thought! Christ the destroyer! 
The words jolt us. We are unprepared 
for such a sentiment at Christmastide. 
Much festive 
feelings are the oft-quoted references 
to the Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6 
and Luke 2:10-14 fit into our Yule- 
tide thoughts much better than the 
text of this meditation, from I John 
3:8: “To this end the Son of 
God manifested, that He might destroy 
the works of the devil.” 


mas 


more congenial to our 


was 


The only theology that 


the Bible knows 
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Has anyone of us ever sent or re- 
ceived a Christmas card bearing this 


text? I think not. Yet, such a card 
might well be printed and circulated, 
although only a Christian understands 
that the announcement of the Birth of 
the also a sentence of 
judgment upon Satan. Indeed this is 
intimated in Isaiah’s Christmas text. 
The Son who is given shall have the 
government upon His shoulders. The 
Prince of Peace shall exercise His 
crown rights. His kingdom shall be 
distinguished by its justice and right- 
eousness “‘from henceforth even for 
How can Satan and his works 
prevail against this throne!... 


Saviour was 


ever.”’ 


Born under a sentence of death! 
An infant cradled for a cross! It had 
to be so, for through death He must 
destroy him that has the power of 
death, that is, the devil. Given by 
God to be forsaken by God. Only 
then the works of the devil be 
Christ must Himself be 
put away that Satan may be put away. 
Sin is Satan’s great work. It is that 


can 
destroyed. 


upon which all his other works rest. 
They can be demolished only when 
sin is removed. 

Leonard Greenway 

Adapted from 

TORCH AND TRUMPET 


What Think Ye of Christ? 
“BABY JESUS DOLL!! IT’S 
NEW!! IT’S BEAUTIFUL! IT’S 
‘OUT OF THIS WORLD!’ It’s a 
doll made of soft vinyl, 11 inches 
tall, dressed in pretty pink; gold 
halo. Yes, you can now cuddle the 
Baby Jesus, love Him, dress Him. 
Help bring Christ back into the 
world. For boys and girls of all 
Send $1.98 (postage includ- 
ed) to PLAY ’N PRAY TOYS, 32 
N. Walnut St., Akron 3, Ohio.” 


ages. 


This advertisement, word for word 
as it appeared in the Roman Catholic 
paper, Our several! 
years ago, recently crossed our desk 
and left a cold shudder in its wake. 
Illustrated with a picture of this “Jesus 
doll,” the ad was an astonishing revela- 
tion of the devices which can be com- 
mandeered in the name of religion to 
belittle the person and the majesty of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, reducing Him 


Sunday Visitor 


the Reformed faith,’ 


—Dr. James I. Packer 


1959 











not only to an impotent Babe, but to 
a mere toy, the object of commercial 
interests. 


With what diligence Satan works to 
present to the world a “sweet little 
Jesus boy” so far humanized and di- 
vested of His essential diety as to be 
“euddled, loved and dressed.” At this 
time of year the fact that our Lord 
took upon Himself humanity should 
in no way dull or diminish the glory 
that was His from the beginning. But 
if there can be presented to a heedless 
people and to helpless children the 
image of a “baby doll” rather than 
the reality of Christ “coming in the 
clouds of Heaven with power and great 
glory” to “judge the quick and the 
dead at His appearing” (Matt. 24:30; 
II Tim. 4:1), they can all the more 
easily be led to discard the reverential 
“fear of the Lord which is the begin- 
ning of wisdom” (Ps. 111:10). 


As for us, 


away to 


we choose not to give 
sentimentality or 
yield to the commercial spirit so pre- 
valent at this of the year. 
Rather, we would recall with reverence 
and humility that the Christ Child in 
the manger came to earth to be our 
Saviour from sin and that He now 
sits at the right hand of God in power 
and majesty. 

All hail the power of Jesus’ Name! 

Let Angels prostrate fall. 

Bring forth the royal diadem, 

And crown Him Lord of all. 


maudlin 


season 


Reprinted from 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 
Magazine. 


Missionary Briefs 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Mr. Robert 
S. Gould, who has just completed a 
three-year term of service in educa- 
tional work in Korea, left Seoul in 
late November to return to this coun- 
try. Mr. Gould resides in DeLand, 
Fla., where he is a member of the 
First Church. 


(Cont. on Page 18) 





Have you ever stopped to think 
that our Lord chose to come to 
earth as part of a family? He ap- 
proved of the family, as a social 
and spiritual unit. When we talk 
about the first Christmas, do we 
not always see the Holy Family in 
the scene about the Manger? 

Dale Evans Rogers 
CHRISTMAS IS ALWAYS 
Fleming H. Revell, Co. 
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A Layman And His Church 


YOU DON’T TEMPORIZE WITH CANCER—OR DO YOU? 


Some years ago two women com- 
plaining of identical symptoms came 
to the writer’s office within a few 
hours of each other. Both were found 
to have cancer involving the same part 
of their bodies. 


The first adamantly refused to ac- 
cept the diagnosis and returned home. 
Some months later she was admitted 
to the hospital late one night suffering 
from an acute and profuse hemorrhage. 
It fell to my lot to care for her dur- 
ing the subsequent two weeks of ter- 
minal care at the end of which time 
she died. 


The other 
cepted the diagnosis and submitted to 


woman immediately ac- 
radical surgery as soon as arrange- 
ments could be made. She is living 
and doing well today. 


The basic difference between these 
two was their understanding of the 
nature of cancer and of the 
necessary to effect a cure. 


means 


In the political area today we are 
confronted with a philosophy which is 
malignant and which, when left unrec- 
ognized or untreated, leads to national 
This political cancer is Com- 
munism. It 
on disorder. 


disaster. 
foments and then feeds 
It causes unrest and then 
offers its own cure. It denies and de- 
fies the things of the Spirit and offers 
instead. It speaks of 


means war; of “libera- 


materialism 
“peace” and 
tion” and brings enslavement; of “‘free- 
dom” and brings bondage. It is the 
antithesis of God and all that He gives 
to mankind. It is of Satan and con- 
tinues a living symbol of the “god of 
this world’’. 


To many Americans Communism is 


merely another way of life, which 
they lightly reject, but the evil of 
which they do not recognize. To oth- 


ers it is a nuisance and as such to be 
mildly opposed. 


In the last few years we have been 
led to believe that Communism is an 
unfortunate variation of democracy 
and that peaceful co-existence is the 
only alternative. 


Just as untreated cancer continues 
to grow and its cells to spread and 
infiltrate the 
munism, 


entire body, so Com 


unrecognized, 


unrestrained 
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and untreated spreads through infiltra- 
tion, indoctrination and subversion and 
the end result is not a converted Com- 
munism but a thoroughly invaded de- 
mocracy. 


The softness exhibited towards 
Communism in many areas of Ameri- 
can life today stems from ignorance, 
indifference or a sympathy 
with its ultimate objectives. 


vague 


Those who warn against the inevi- 
table confronting a nation 
which permits itself to be lulled into 
a spirit of wishful thinking now large- 
ly find themselves the objects of jeer- 
In fact we now have the 


debacle 


ing derision. 
strange spectacle of some exhibiting 
far more aversion to the “anti-com- 


munists” than to Communism itself. 


Is there an answer to our present 
dilemma? A total war against Com- 
munism, once a possibility, is no longer 
thinkable. The 
the point at which the original mistake 
was made. 


solution reverts to 


In 1932 America diplomatic 
recognition to a country which official- 
ly denied and defied God and which 
was ruled by a small clique of utterly 
evil and ruthless men. 


fave 


From that time our internal and 
external problems have multiplied un- 
til today it is safe to say that the 
overwhelming majority of all our na- 
tional problems stem from that one 


fatal step. 


But the average American is prob- 
ably unwilling to face the mistakes 
of the past or to take the only safe 
step today — breaking off diplomatic 
relations with all Communist govern- 
ments, and the adopting of a policy 
of complete isolation from such na- 
tions. It will be argued that our 
present policy is leading to an easing 
of tensions; that the cold war is show- 
ing signs of a thaw; that increasing 
cultural exchanges will relieve the ten- 
sions and eventually bring about 
peace. 

Analogies are not always apt but 
it is a fact that the symptoms of can- 
cer may regress in the human body 


and the patient develops a false opti- 


(Cont. on P. 18) 














“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 

Belk’'s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Camden, S. C. 
Belk’s Department Store 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

L. W. Gratz, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 


E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mgr. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


KENTUCEY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mor.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 


T. L. Beckham, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 

Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop 


Prop. oo 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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SUNDAY SC 


LESSON FOR JANUARY 3, 1960 


Background Scripture: Acts 13 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 96 


With our first lesson for the New Year we reach a 
most important point in the book of Acts, the begin- 
) ning of the real missionary activity of the church. Lit- 

tle had been done to this point to carry out the Lord’s 
command to go into all the world and preach the Gos- 
pel to every creature. Philip had done a fine work 
among the Samaritans and Peter had gone, after per- 
suasion and visions, to Cornelius and had “opened the 
door to the Gentiles’. It remained for Paul to begin 
to really reach the nations outside of Palestine. 


It seems rather strange that the church leaders were 
so slow to begin their missionary campaign. ‘The com- 
mand of Christ was plain: there could be no mistaking 
its meaning. But the church at Jerusalem made no 
move in this direction. We cannot but feel that the 
“mother church” was rather reluctant to “obey orders.” 
It was not until persecution scattered the Christians 
that they went everywhere preaching the Word. Even 
then, it was not the apostles who led the way for they 
remained in Jerusalem for a time at least. James, not 
the apostle, became the leader in that church, and we 
are told of the preaching and boldness of Peter and 
John. After its wonderful beginning on the Day of 
Pentecost when three thousand souls were saved, and 
later when the number grew to five thousand, it would 
seem but natural for them to continue to grow, but 
this does not seem to have been the case. The Jewish 
leaders, especially the sect of the Sadducees, were 
so bitter in their opposition that the growth of the 
church was checked. Then the Roman authorities 
took a hand in the persecution for they saw it “pleased 
the Jews”. 


So it was not from the mother congregation that the 
missionary movement began, but from Antioch, the 
capital of Syria in the time of the Greek dynasty. 
When a violent persecution of Christians at Jerusalem 
arose upon the martyrdom of Stephen, many fled to 
\ntioch. There they preached the Gospel to the Jews 
lirst. Then Barnabas came to engage in the work 

and when Greeks began to believe in large numbers 
he brought Saul from Tarsus. It was here that the 
disciples were first called Christians (Acts 11:19-26). 
Chis city became the great missionary center of the 
church instead of Jerusalem. God does not allow the 
work of His church to be stopped. If a congregation 
in one locality proves to be unfaithful its candlestick 
is removed and some other place is chosen, and the 
church marches on. Christ warned His church in 
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Launching out on a World Mission 


the “Letters to the Seven Churches” of the book of 
Revelation that this would be so. 


It is the same with church leaders. God needed 
another apostle and Saul of Tarsus became the “chosen 
vessel” through whom the Gospel was taken to the 
world. We have studied about his spectacular conver- 
sion and his subsequent activity and now God was 
ready to send out His two men Saul and Barnabas. 


It was the plan of God that the Gospel should be 
taken to the whole world. “In thy seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed,” He said to Abram. 
Christ was given to the world, not merely to the Jews. 
They were His chosen people to preserve the true 
religion, but the purpose of God was worldwide. This 
is evident in the Old Testament as well as the New. 
Our Devotional Reading, Psalm 96, is one example. 
Notice some of the expressions used in this Psalm: 


“Sing unto the Lord, all the earth; . . . Declare His 
glory among the heathen (nations); . . . His wonders 
among all people; . .. fear before Him, all the earth; 


.. Say among the heathen that the Lord reigneth: ... 
for He cometh to judge the earth”. 


The Early Church was ready to launch this mission 
to all the world. 


1. The Church At Antioch: Barnabas and Saul sent: 
Acts 13:1-3. 


The church at Antioch was a praying church: fasting 
and praying seemed to be their regular practice. It 
was a church led by the Holy Spirit. It is from such 
churches that missionaries are called. If we can keep 
the spiritual life of a church vigorous we can expect 
men to be called as preachers and missionaries. Notice 
that these two men were definitely selected by the 
Holy Spirit. I am afraid that today there are some 
who go to the foreign fields who are not called by the 
Spirit. We have others, however, who show by their 
lives and work that they have been called by the Spirit. 
“By their fruits ye shall know them.” The history of 
missions is full of the names of heroes of faith who 
have gone forth to serve and suffer and die. The roll 
of honor is a long one, and we should be justly proud 
of those who have followed in the steps of Barnabas 
and Saul. 


The church also had a part in the sending of these 
men. There was a simple “ordination service” with 
prayer and the laying on of hands. Was there any pro- 
vision made for their support? Saul seems to have had 
some property but Barnabas had sold his land and 


laid the money at the apostles’ feet (see Acts 4:36,37) . 
We feel sure that there was some provision made for 


their expenses. Saul had a trade by which he often 
supported himself. 


This was a momentous event in the history of the 
church. 


13:4-12 


Cyprus is a large Island in the Mediterranean Sea 
about forty miles from the coast. It was the native 
place of Barnabas, so it was very natural for the two 
men to start their work there. John Mark accom- 
panied them as an attendant. 


Il. Barnabas and Saul in Cyprus: 


When they had gone through the isle they came to 
Paphos where a false prophet named Elymas, a Jew, 
sought to interfere with their work by turning the 
deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, from the faith. 
The deputy had become interested and had called for 
Barnabas and Saul. Confronted by Elymas, Saul (who 
is also called Paul) filled with the Spirit, rebuked him 
in these words: “O full of all subtilty and all mischief, 
thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteous- 
ness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of 
the Lord?” I have seen this translated, “you make 
crooked the straight way of the Lord’. It is a terrible 
sin to pervert, or make crooked, the right way of the 
Lord. Paul told him that the hand of the Lord was 
upon him, and he would be blind, not seeing the sun 
for a season. This blindness came upon him. And 
when the deputy saw what was done, he believed, be- 
ing astonished at the teaching of the Lord. Every now 
and then we find men being judged and punished in 
the here and now. This was an example somewhat 
like the example of Ananias and Sapphira who lied to 
God about the price of their land. It takes stern 
measures to deal with certain cases and Paul was di- 
rectly led of the Spirit to do what he did. From this 
time on Paul seems to play the leading role. 


Ill. Paul and Barnabas at 


14-52 


Intioch in Pisidia: 13: 


Let us keep this Antioch in Pisidia separated in our 
minds from the other Antioch in Syria from which 
the missionaries had been sent on their mission. 


They came first to Perga where John Mark left 
them and went back to _ Jerusalem. Remember 
this defection of Mark for it led to the separation of 
Paul and Barnabas on their next journey. 


They came to Antioch and went into the synagogue 
where they were invited to speak. Paul preached to 
them. He began with a short recital of some of their 
history down to the time of David. From David he 
turned to Christ, David’s Greater Son. He reminded 
them of John’s preaching of repentance and of what 
John said about Christ. Then he reminded them of 
the death of Christ and told them that our Lord rose 
from the dead. Relating the Gospel to prophecy he 
quoted from Psalms 2 and 16. We see here that Paul 
regarded the death of Christ and His resurrection as 
the two great truths to be proclaimed. 


He then went on to say to them, “Be it known unto 
you therefore, men and brethren, that through this 
Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins. By 





Him all who believe are justified from all things, from 
which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.” 
Here is the great doctrine of Justification by Faith 
which Paul expounds so fully in Romans and Gala. 
tians. Paul was always logical. He gave facts and 
then explained the meaning of the facts. “Christ died 
for our sins and rose again for our justification,” as he 
later stated it. 

He then warned them not to reject, or treat lightly, 
such tremendous works of God. He must have seen in 
their faces something of unbelief, for he said, “which 
ve shall in no wise believe”. 

When the Jews were gone out of the synagogue the 
Gentiles asked that these words might be preached to 
them the next Sabbath. As was usually the case, 
some believed, and some did not. Many did believe, 
but when almost the whole city came together the next 
Sabbath, the Jews became jealous and they spoke 
against the things that Paul had preached. Then 
Paul and Barnabas told them plainly that they wer 
leaving them for the Gentiles. When they heard this, 
the Gentiles were glad and many of them believed and 
the Word of the Lord was published throughout all 
the region. 

At the last, the Jews stirred up some of the women 
and chief men and expelled them from their coasts. 
Chis was the usual procedure in almost every city. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 3, 1960 


Attention! God Speaking 


Scripture: Psalm 119:9-16 


Suggested Hymns: 


“How Precious Is The Book Divine” 


“Wonderful Words Of Life” 
“How Firm A Foundation” 


(Below we are offering a list of verses which you 
can use in a Bible Drill. Since our youth theme for 
1960 concerns the Bible and its message to us, we aré 
suggesting the reading of these verses which have to do 
with the authority and inspiration of the Scriptures: 
Exodus 20:-; Revelation 22:6-7; Matthew 22:31: Deu- 
teronomy 11:18; Il Timothy 3:16-17; I John 1:5; Ex- 
odus 34:27; I Peter 1:11; Zechariah 7:12; Exodus 24: 
12: II Peter 1:20-21; Hebrews 1:1; Exodus 32:16; Acts 
28:25; Isaiah 59:21; Hebrews 4:12; Acts 1:16; Exodus 
1:18; I Corinthians 2:12-13; Isaiah 34:16; I Thessa- 
lonians 2:13; Ezekiel 11:25; Hebrews 53:7; Jeremiah 
30:2: and I Corinthians 14:37.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


The Presbyterian young people have chosen a very 
wonderful theme for 1960: “God Speaks — Are You 
Listening?’ It focuses attention on the use of the Bi- 
ble in our devotional life. The purpose of this pro- 
gram is to explain this theme idea and also to intro- 


duce the theme hymn and the theme picture. 


First Speaker: 


Many speakers and writers today are pointing out 
that we need to renew our interest in moral values. 
\uthorities are convinced that the terrifying waves 
of crime and juvenile delinquency, about which we 
hear so much, can be traced to a lack of moral train 
ing. Far too many of our people have lost respect 
for authority. In many cases those who have tried to 
exert authority have not been very admirable them- 
selves. Man was made to respect and obey authority, 
so men need an authority they can respect. God is 
the AUTHORITY, and He speaks to us through His 
Word, the Bible. In the Presbyterian Church the su- 
preme authority is the Holy Spirit speaking through 
the Scriptures. (Read chapter I, paragraph 10 in the 
Confession of Faith.) 


[he Word of God as we have it in the Bible is the 
foundation of our faith and of our Christian character. 
History has proved that nations which have doubted 
the truthfulness and authority of the Bible have de 
cayed morally and spiritually. We might ask ourselves: 
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Is this the kind of doubt at the root of the moral de- 
cline in America today? What we think of the Bible 
may provide us a clue to the answer to such a question. 
When we read and hear the Bible, do we receive it as 
the authoritative Voice of God? Do we really believe 
that the Scriptures are the Word of God? If we do 
have the conviction that the Bible is God’s infallible 
Word to men, then we have an anchor which will hold 
us securely in all times of spiritual testing. 


How can we know that the Bible is a trustworthy 
authority? How do we know that it is the Word of 
God? The Bible is God’s Word because He inspired 
it. The human writers were guided so that what they 
wrote was what God wanted written (II Peter 1:20-21). 
Both Jesus and the apostles regarded the Scriptures as 
the “last word”. If the Bible said it, God said it, and 
if God said it, that settled it. If the Scriptures were 
sufficient authority for Jesus and the apostles, they 
should be sufficient for us. It is very true then, that 
when you read the Bible God is speaking. Are you 
listening? 

Second Speaker: 


For thirty-five years Dr. Frederick W. Loetscher (let’- 
chur) was a professor in Princeton Seminary. His stu- 
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laid the money at the apostles’ feet (see Acts 1: 36,37) . 
We feel sure that there was some provision made foi 
their expenses. Saul had a trade by which he often 
supported himself. 


This was a momentous event in the history of the 
church. 


II. Barnabas and Saul in Cyprus: 13:4-12 


Cyprus is a large Island in the Mediterranean Sea 
about forty miles from the coast. It was the native 
place of Barnabas, so it was very natural for the two 
men to start their work there. John Mark accom- 
panied them as an attendant. 


When they had gone through the isle they came to 
Paphos where a false prophet named Elymas, a Jew, 
sought to interfere with their work by turning the 
deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, from the faith. 
The deputy had become interested and had called for 
Barnabas and Saul. Confronted by Elymas, Saul (who 
is also called Paul) filled with the Spirit, rebuked him 
in these words: “O full of all subtilty and all mischief, 
thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteous- 
ness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of 
the Lord?” I have seen this translated, “vou make 
crooked the straight way of the Lord”. It is a terrible 
sin to pervert, or make crooked, the right way of the 
Lord. Paul told him that the hand of the Lord was 
upon him, and he would be blind, not seeing the sun 
for a season. This blindness came upon him. And 
when the deputy saw what was done, he believed, be- 
ing astonished at the teaching of the Lord. Every now 
and then we find men being judged and punished in 
the here and now. This was an example somewhat 
like the example of Ananias and Sapphira who lied to 
God about the price of their land. It takes stern 
measures to deal with certain cases and Paul was di- 
rectly led of the Spirit to do what he did. From this 
time on Paul seems to play the leading role. 


ITT. Paul and Barnabas at 
14-52 


{ntror h ” Pisidia: 13: 


Let us keep this Antioch in Pisidia separated in our 
minds from the other Antioch in Syria from which 
the missionaries had been sent on their mission. 


They came first to Perga where John Mark left 
them and went back to _ Jerusalem. Remember 
this defection of Mark for it led to the separation of 
Paul and Barnabas on their next journey. 


They came to Antioch and went into the synagogue 
where they were invited to speak. Paul preached to 
them. He began with a short recital of some of their 
history down to the time of David. From David he 
turned to Christ, David’s Greater Son. He reminded 
them of John’s preaching of repentance and of what 
John said about Christ. Then he reminded them of 
the death of Christ and told them that our Lord rose 
from the dead. Relating the Gospel to prophecy he 
quoted from Psalms 2 and 16. We see here that Paul 
regarded the death of Christ and His resurrection as 
the two great truths to be proclaimed. 


He then went on to say to them, “Be it known unto 
you therefore, men and brethren, that through this 
Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins. By 





Him all who believe are justified from all things, from 
which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.” 
Here is the great doctrine of Justification by Faith 
which Paul expounds so fully in Romans and Gala- 


tians. Paul was always logical. He gave facts and 
then explained the meaning of the facts. “Christ died 
for our sins and rose again for our justification,” as he 
later stated it. 

He then warned them not to reject, or treat lightly, 
such tremendous works of God. He must have seen in 
their faces something of unbelief, for he said, “which 
ve shall in no wise believe’. 

When the Jews were gone out of the synagogue the 
Gentiles asked that these words might be preached to 
them the next Sabbath. As was usually the case, 
some believed, and some did not. Many did believe, 
but when almost the whole city came together the next 
Sabbath, the Jews became jealous and they spoke 
against the things that Paul had preached. Then 
Paul and Barnabas told them plainly that they wer 
leaving them for the Gentiles. When they heard this 
the Gentiles were glad and many of them believed and 
the Word of the Lord was published throughout all 
the region. 


At the last, the Jews stirred up some of the women 
and chief men and expelled them from their coasts 
Chis was the usual procedure in almost every city. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 3, 1960 


Attention! God Speaking 


Scripture: Psalm 119:9-16 


Suggested Hymns: 


“How Precious Is The Book Divine” 


“Wondertul Words Of Life” 
“How Firm A Foundation” 


(Below we are olfering a list of verses which you 
can use in a Bible Drill. Since our youth theme for 
1960 concerns the Bible and its message to us, we art 
suggesting the reading of these verses which have to do 
with the authority and inspiration of the Scriptures: 
Exodus 20:-; Revelation 22:6-7; Matthew 22:31: Deu- 
teronomy 11:18; II Timothy 3:16-17; I John 1:5; Ex- 
odus 34:27; I Peter 1:11; Zechariah 7:12; Exodus 24: 
12: II Peter 1:20-21; Hebrews 1:1; Exodus 32:16; Acts 
28:25; Isaiah 59:21; Hebrews 4:12; Acts 1:16; Exodus 
1:18; I Corinthians 2:12-13; Isaiah 34:16; I Thessa- 
lonians 2:13; Ezekiel 11:25; Hebrews 3:7; Jeremiah 
10:2: and I Corinthians 14:37.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


The Presbyterian young people have chosen a very 
wonderful theme for 1960: “God Speaks — Are You 
Listening?’ It focuses attention on the use of the Bi- 
ble in our devotional life. The purpose of this pro- 
gram is to explain this theme idea and also to intro- 
duce the theme hymn and the theme picture. 


First Speaker: 


Many speakers and writers today are pointing out 
that we need to renew our interest in moral values. 
\uthorities are convinced that the terrifying waves 
of crime and juvenile delinquency, about which we 
hear so much, can be traced to a lack of moral train 
ing. Far too many of our people have lost respect 
for authority. In many cases those who have tried to 
exert authority have not been very admirable them- 
selves. Man was made to respect and obey authority, 
so men need an authority they can respect. God is 
the AUTHORITY, and He speaks to us through His 
Word, the Bible. In the Presbyterian Church the su- 
preme authority is the Holy Spirit speaking through 
the Scriptures. (Read chapter I, paragraph 10 in the 
Confession of Faith.) 


[The Word of God as we have it in the Bible is the 
foundation of our faith and of our Christian character. 
History has proved that nations which have doubted 
the truthfulness and authority of the Bible have de 
cayed morally and spiritually. We might ask ourselves: 


PAGE 15 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Is this the kind of doubt at the root of the moral de- 
cline in America today? What we think of the Bible 
may provide us a clue to the answer to such a question. 
When we read and hear the Bible, do we receive it as 
the authoritative Voice of God? Do we really believe 
that the Scriptures are the Word of God? If we do 
have the conviction that the Bible is God’s infallible 
Word to men, then we have an anchor which will hold 
us securely in all times of spiritual testing. 


How can we know that the Bible is a trustworthy 
authority? How do we know that it is the Word of 
God? The Bible is God’s Word because He inspired 
it. The human writers were guided so that what they 
wrote was what God wanted written (II Peter 1:20-21). 
soth Jesus and the apostles regarded the Scriptures as 
the “last word”. If the Bible said it, God said it, and 
if God said it, that settled it. If the Scriptures were 
sufficient authority for Jesus and the apostles, they 
should be sufficient for us. It is very true then, that 
when you read the Bible God is speaking. Are you 
listening? 

Second Speaker: 


For thirty-five years Dr. Frederick W. Loetscher (let’- 
chur) was a professor in Princeton Seminary. His stu- 
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their dependents cannot live today on financial plans 
made yesterday. Actually, the difference between 
want and enough for them in 1960 lies in the gen- 
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dents were deeply impressed by the beauty of the 
prayers which he offered before every class. Then they 
learned his secret. He had memorized the Psalms, and 
his heart and mind were saturated with the language 
of the Psalms. Whenever anyone learns to think and 
pray in the language of the Scriptures, he will have 
made a great advance spiritually. 


Our theme hymn for 1960, “How Shall The Young 
Direct Their Way?’, is based on the 119th Psalm. 
Chis Psalm, as you probably know, is the longest chap- 
ter in the Bible, and it mentions the Scriptures in al- 
most every verse. This year when our emphasis is on 
the Bible, it is most appropriate that our hymn should 
be both about the Scriptures and based on a passage 
of Scripture. 


(This hymn may be found in The Hymnbook. You 
may want to teach it to your group at this time. Ask 
your pianist or organist to have practiced it and to be 
prepared to play it. If you have a soloist in your 
group, he or she could learn the hymn beforehand 
and then teach it to the others. If your church does 
not use The Hymnbook, select another hymn for a 


artist Eugene Burnand. It is entitled “Come Unto Me”, 
and pictures Jesus and John challenging a group of 
voung people. The picture should remind us that 
Christ is still challenging young people. Every time 
we listen to the voice of the Lord speaking to us in the 
Bible, He calls for a response from us. The theme and 
the theme picture call for renewed dedication from us. 
We are not only to listen to the Bible as to the Voice 
of God, but we are to respond to His call. 


(The theme picture, in color, can be bought from 
any of the Presbyterian Book Stores. It comes in two 
sizes, 4’’x6” at 40c or 11x14” at $1.00. It can also be 


purchased as a 2”x2” slide at 50c.) 


Program Leader: 


(Close the meeting with prayer, asking that all 
the young people may come to a new appreciation of 
the Bible as the Word of God, and that all may make 
the right response to its challenge.) 








theme. 


It should be on the Bible, the Word of God. 


(Programs to Come: Jan. 10 - 


“What Is He Saying 





Perhaps you will want to use “Holy Bible, Book Di- To Me?” (How to use the Bible effectively). Jan. 
vine,” or “Lamp of our Feet Whereby We Trace”). 17 “The General Assembly.” Jan. 24 “The 
Third Speaker: General Assembly At Work”. Jan. 31 — “Assembly's 
Youth Sunday Program”. Feb. 7 “Community 

The theme picture this year was painted by the Swiss Youth Week Program’”’.) 
AUGUSTA-MACON PRESBYTERY Former pastors of the Pisgah church who received B.S. degrees between 


FORT VALLEY, Ga. — The Pres- 
bytery of Augusta-Macon met in the 
Fort Valley church, Oct. 20. The Rev. 
Stanton Sizemore was elected Mod- 
erator. 


The Rev. Fielding Russell was dis- 
missed to Atlanta Presbytery, to be- 
come pastor of the Buford church. 
The Rev. French B. O’Shields, Jr., was 
received to become pastor of the new- 
, organized Covenant Church in Au- 
gusta. Licentiate David Voss was dis- 
missed to the Presbytery of Potomac. 


A benevolence budget amounting to 
$167,000 was approved for 1960. 


Presbytery will meet in its next 
Stated Meeting in Eatonton on Jan. 


26, 1960. 
R. D. Earnest, S. C. 





SELMA, Ala. — The Pisgah church, 
ocated three miles from the city limits 
of Selma, celebrated its one hundred 
and twenty fifth anniversary on Sun- 
day, Nov. 8, with special services and 
a dinner at the church. The Rev. O. 


C. Landrum is the pastor. The Rev. C. 
W. Solomon 
special services. 


conducted a week of 
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include the Rev. F. E. Bagby, Rev. 
Claude H. Rogers, Rev. Peter Blair and 
Rev. Julian Stennis. 





COMMERCE, Tex. — The seventy- 
first anniversary of the organization 
of the First Church, Commerce, was 
celebrated at morning worship, Nov. 
15. The Rev. Walter Lazenby, Jr., is 
the pastor. 


The church, which began with 18 
charter members and which now re- 
ports a membership of 200, 
serves the East Texas State College 


as well as the city of Commerce. 


some 





HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, Va. —(PN) 

-A greater percentage of Hampden- 
Sydney physics graduates have gone 
on to obtain Ph.D. degrees in physics 
than from any other school in the 
nation according to a scientific jour- 
nal rating. 


The November issue of the Ameri- 
can Journal of Physics in its rankings, 
lists for each institution a figure rep- 
resenting the ratio of Ph.D.’s granted 
nationally in 1952-56 to that school’s 
former undergraduate physics majors 
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1947 and 1952. 


Hampden-Sydney led with a ratio 
of 80. Swarthmore College was listed 
second with 64.3 and the University 
of Colorado third with 63.6. 





CHARLOTTE, N. C. — An initial 
scholarship grant of $200,000, over a 
period of five years, has been made 
to Queens College, Charlotte, N. C., 
by Charles A. Dana of New York City, 
chairman of the board of the Dana 
Corporation and administrative head 
of four other major business concerns. 
The announcement was made by col- 
lege President, Edwin R. Walker. 


The grant will provide $40,000 each 
year for students in the sophomore, 
junior, and senior classes. Approxi- 
mately fifteen students will be selected 
during the second semester of their 
freshman year and designated as Dana 
Scholars. The amount of the cash 
award will vary from $100 to $1000. 





CLINTON, S. C. — Dr. Marshall W. 
Brown, president of Presbyterian Col- 
lege, has been elected chairman of the 
South Carolina Foundation of Inde- 


1959 


pendent Colleges for the coming year. 


He was named to this post by fel- 


low presidents attending a _ recent 
meeting of the Foundation in Spartan- 


burg. 


They also chose Dr. Brown to re] 


resent the South Carolina Foundatio1 
at the annual meeting of the trustees 
of the Independent College Funds of 
America to be held in Boston next 
January. 


RICHMOND, Va. (PN) 
1500 outstanding young 
the Presbyterian 

S., will gather in Dallas, 
ber 27-31, 1960, for the 
Youth Convention on the 
Mission of the 


oome 
people , mem- 
Church, U 
Decem- 


bers of 
Tex., 
seventh Quad- 
rennial 


World Church. 


The announcement 
by the Division of Student Work of the 
Board of Christian 
Church. First Presbyterian 
Dallas, will be the 
with 


other 


Was made here 


Education of the 
Church, 


convention center 


meetings and activities in 


some 


downtown buildings and hotels. 


Registration, which is limited 


1500, will be open to college students 


and high school graduates not yet in 
} ™ 


& 
») < t 
t yA years ol 


college up to 


age. 


The Rev. William 


gional director 


Fogleman, re- 
of Christian education 
for the Synod of Arkansas, 
as convention 


will serve 
director. The 
Dr. W. B. Sullivan, 
Synod of Vir- 


business 
manager will be 
regional director of the 


ginia. 


COLUMBIA, S. C. — 
est Lake Presbyterian 


(PN) — For- 
Church here 


was the scene recently of the 1959 
Rally of the Men of the Church of 
Congaree Presbytery. Mr. Arthur 


Williamson of Columbia 
president of the Men of 
tery for 1960. 


: . 
Was elected 


the Presby- 


RICHMOND, Va. 


program of 


—(PN) — In its 
curriculum improvement, 
the faculty of Union Theological Sem- 
inary in Virginia has reached the de 
that 


required of 


» 6 1) 1 
cision Wl1il Dé 


elementary Greek 


all entering degree candi- 


dates before matriculation. 


This requirement will become effe 
tive for the 1960-1961 session. 

To meet the needs of candidates { 
matriculation who have not had Greel 


in college, an intensive course in this 
subject will be offered at the semi- 
the weeks immediately pri 

1960-61 


nary in 


to the session 
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GREENSBORO, N. C. — (PN) — 
Mrs. Charles M. Adams of Greensboro 
was elected president of the Women 


f Orange Presbytery during the an- 
nual meeting of that group in Buffalo 
Presbyterian Church here. 

Mrs. Britt M. 


Greensboro, the 


Armfield, also of 


past president, was 


elected vice president. 

MISSIONARY BRIEF 

(Cont. from Page 11) 

Scheduled to arrive in this country 

in Mid-February for regular furlough 
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Wheelock 
Lavras, Brazil. Mr. Wheelock is 
vice-director of the agricultural school 
of Gammon Institute. The Wheelocks 
make Louisville, Ky. their home 
on furlough. 


are 


will 


1963 Men’s Convention 
DALLAS, (PN) — The 
next Men’s for the Pres- 
byte S., will be held in 
The exact dates and the 
yet been decided. 
Announcement of the month and of 
the decision to but 


Tex. — 
Convention 
rian Church, U. 


June, 1963. 


+ 


ite nave not 


have one conven- 
had also 
been proposed, was made here follow- 
ing the first meeting of the Planning 
Committee the 1963 Convention. 
The committee, headed by T. Mack 
Blackburn of Knoxville, Tenn., met in 
Dallas the first two days of Decem- 


tion instead of a series as 


for 


ber. 


Evangelism 

ATLANTA, GA. — (PN) — Dr. 
e A. Davis of Hinton, W. Va., 
named associate secretary of 
the Board of Church 
the Presbyterian Church, 


1 
Lawrel 
Nas been 
evangelism for 
Extension of 
Dr. P. D. Miller 


or the 


, executive secretary 
Board, in announcing the ap- 
pointment of Dr. Davis, stated that he 
will new duties in the Pres- 
byterian Center here on February 1. 
Dr. Davis act as field co-ordi- 
ator for the work of the 1961 Church- 
He will help 


begin his 


will 


ide evangelism effort. 


organizing program cavalcades, 
ynod and presbytery conferences on 
evangelism, and guide other activities 
nnected with the evangelism effort 
g the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
centennial year. 
Since September, 1957, Dr. Davis 
s served as the first director of the 
Synod of West Virginia’s Bluestone 
Conference Center, and has guided the 
construction of the beautiful new 
cent Prior to 1957 he was assistant 


pastor of First Presbyterian Church, 
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Huntington, W. Va., and held pas- 
torates in West Virginia. 
Dr. Davis is the present moderato. 


of the Synod of West Virginia, and 
will maintain his membership in Ka- 
nawha Presbytery even after coming 
to Atlanta. In Atlanta he will be no 
stranger, having served for eight years 
as pastor of Pryor Street Presbyteria: 
Church from 1930 to 1938. 

Dr. Davis 
divinity 


received his doctorate of 
and EI- 
in June, 


degree from Davis 
kins College, Elkins, W. Va., 


1958. 











DR. LAWRENCE A. DAVIS 





(Cont. from P. 11) 
mism. Could it be that the 
of tensions between America and Rus 


easing 


sia are an omnious sign of abysmal 
ignorance on our part? Only a few 
days ago, Mr. Khrushchev, speaking in 
Budapest, said Communism will not 
give one iota in its ideological position 


at a summit or 

ence. If we think Communism is be- 

ing converted simply guilty 
- and very dan- 

over the 


at any other confer- 





we are 
of wishful thinking 
gerous thinking - for all 
world it 
vert and win. 

The that things art 
going quite well and that patience and 
mutual respect will eventually pay off 
in international 


continues to infiltrate, sub- 


more we feel 


peace and good-wil 
the more grave the danger. 
Communism has not let up in its 
world dominion. 
The surest way to further the plans of 


Communist 


plans for ultimate 
leaders is to permit our- 
lulled into a feeling of 
At this point lies our gravest 


—L. N. B. 


elves to be 
ecurity 


danger 


1959 


























THE FORMATION OF CHRIS- 


TIAN DOGMA, by Martin Werner. 
Harper Bros., N. Y. 352 pp. $7.50. 


This is an English rendering in 
somewhat abbreviated form of Pro- 
fessor Werner’s Die Entstehung Christ- 
lichen Dogmas which appeared in 1941. 
dedicated to Albert Schweitzer 
as what that scholar 
would written had he set his 
hand to it. The Professor of Bern 
works out the implication of Schweit- 
zer’s thesis that the failure of the Sec- 
ond Coming to take 


It is 
and is acclaimed 
have 


place just follow- 
resurrection has resulted in 
that 
fied primitive Christianity and 


ing Jesus’ 


tremendous changes have modi- 
all sub- 
The study 


error 


sequent church thinking. 


abounds in charges of and per- 
version of text by the Christian 
ers of the The 
little faith in 

Indeed, 


writ- 
centuries. author seems 


to have the Providence 


of God. this is a very neg- 


ative volume. 


The positive contribution is the fact 
that there is a emphasis 
on the eschatology in the teachings of 
Jesus and His associates. But 
Lord’s teaching is not eschatology for 
ts own sake, but for the 


tremendous 


our 


reign of God 


with its world-wide inclusion. 
On the basis of his thesis, Werner 
denies to Paul siX out of the thirteen 


epistles. He 
Testament 


that the New 
first formed by 
Tertullian’s recogni- 
tion that even Valentinus had the com- 


asserts 
canon was 
Marcion, despite 
ete instrumentum a statement 
The 


supported by recent 
Gospel of Truth. 


Alan Richardson of 
writes of this book: ‘“Prob- 
Prof. Werner of A.D. 2058 
will describe it as a syncretistic medley 
of twentieth-century 
tion.” 


studies in 
Professor Not- 
tingham 
ably a 


Gnostic specula- 


—Wm. C. 
Decatur, 


Robinson, Th.D. 
Georgia 

THE SERVANT OF GOD, by W. 
Zimmerli and J. Jeremias. SCM, 
1957. 120 pp. (A Trans. 
THWB, V). 


Lon- 


don, of Pais 


Theou in 


Here two of the ablest German 


scholars present in English the fruits 
of recent research into the meaning of 
the “Servant 


of the Lord” in Isaiah 
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42, 49, 
behind 
tion 
Servant 


52-53 as that appears in and 
the New Testament 
of Jesus as holy 
gave His life a 
the author says, “the 
Isaiah 53 in the New 
Testament, plus the references and al- 
lusions thereto 
eal. No Christian 


presenta- 
Child or 


ransom 


God’s 
who 
for many. As 
quotations of 


astronomi- 
can 


almost 
scholar 


are 
any 


longer doubt that the great Suffering 
Servant of Isaiah underlies the most 


primitive Christian thinking and writ- 
ing on the meaning of the sufferings 
of Jesus, indeed that this was our 
view. 


nor 
Saviour’s own 

Among particular notes of interest, 
Phil. 2:5-11 is Isaiah 53, 
The word 


based on 


sé 


rendered “‘made Himself of 


“ 


no reputation” or “emptied Himself” 
comes from a Hebrew verb in Isa. 53: 
12 which means 


out 


“drain to the dregs” 
generously.” ‘“‘Accord- 
:10 shows that 
implies the 


or “pour 


ingly, the use of Isa. 53 


the expression surrender 
of life not the Kenosis of Incarnation.” 


(Note 445) 
show that 


and 452 
and 


Again, notes 442 
lutron, Mk. 10:45, 
Tim. 2:6 are 
with “the 
pensation.”” The 
the King “propitiation,” (1 
John 2:2; 4:16; Rom. 3:25) are like- 


antilutron, | 
Isaiah 53:10 


meaning of com- 


based on 
common 
words rendered in 


James as 


wise based on Isa. 43:10. The Eng- 
lish of this book, (p. 102), gives “‘ex 
piatory,” the German V. 712) has 
Sueh.e. The references to IV. Mac. 
6:29, (cf. 17:22), and 2 Mac. 7: 37f. is 
to the averting of God’s wrath by the 
blood of the martyrs which is prop- 
erly rendered in English as “propi 
tiate.”’ 

Wm. C. Robinson, Th.D. 


Decatur, Ga. 


A TABLE IN THE WILDERNESS, 
by L. J. Dickinson. Wm. B. Eerd- 
Publishing Company, Grand 
Michigan. 244 pp. $3.50. 


mans 


Rapids, 


“IT got fifty dollars in cash money, 
my trade as a surveyor, and” he 


look to 
in bonnet and shawl beside him 
a wife as could be found 
in a day’s journey. If a young feller 
with all that an’ a hull continent afore 
him don’t make 


turned a proud the hunched 


figure 


“as smart 


good, it’s his own 

fault.” 
These words of Ezekiel Lemm ex- 
press the faith of those sturdy pio- 


neers who early in the nineteenth cen- 
tury the 
that the state of Mich- 
igan, Table in the Wilder- 
fortunes and 


opened up Indian territory 
later became 


“The 


traces the 


and 


ness” misfor- 
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tunes of one of these pioneer families, 
the Lemm family, for a hundred years. 


Told in the quaint, picturesque dia- 
lect of the early frontier, every page 
recaptures the hopes and fears, joys 
and sorrows, of that great host of ad- 
venturing men and their wives who 
laid the foundation of America’s great- 
While religion as such is hardly 
referred to in the experiences of the 
Lemm family, yet there shines through 
every disaster and move 
the sure, confidence in a Provi- 
dence who works with those who work 
for the real and enduring. 


ness. 


every new 


calm 


In this her first novel Michigan 
born Lula J. Dickinson leads us 
through the old Michigan territory to 
the Civil War period by means of a 


story that is gripping and fascinating 
as it unfolds, and long after we have 
finished the book we still feel that we 


have lived in the presence of that 

which is real, good, true and lasting. 
W. G. Foster, D.D. 
Florence, So. Car. 
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RECCOMEND THE JOURNAL 
“Every Family Plan” 
To Your Session 


$2.00 


Any individual or church sending 
us the mailing list of the member- 
ship of the congregation, will put 
the PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL into 
every home for a period of one 
year, at nominal cost of $2.00 per 
subscription. 
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With Us 


Ae 


we WORD was MADE FLESH, 
AND DWELT AMONG US, AND 
WE BEHELD #'5 GLORY 


—_ SO LL 
iA 
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MINISTERS 


Thomasville, 


from 
Ga., to 3121 8th St., Columbus, Ga. 
Wilbur F. Christy, from Harrisburg, 
Pa., to Second Presbyterian Church, 
Pa. 


H. L. Gladney, 


Uniontown, 
G. D. Campbell, from Greenville, 
Pa., to Rockwood, Tenn. 


J. M. Ammons, from Nokesville, Va., 
to Bouldin Memorial and Stuart 
churches, Stuart, Va. 


Philip A. Roberts, from Clifton 
Forge, Va., to the newly organized 
Covenant churen of Staunton, Va. 


Al S. Burnette, of Floyd, Va., has 
become pastor of the Phenix group 
of churches, Phenix, Va. 


MISSIONARIES 


Mr. and Mrs. James R. Woodson, 
have returned to Patrocinio, Brazil, 
sailing from New York Dec. 9 fol- 
lowing their furlough. 


Rev. and Mrs. Manford H. Saunders 
are at Montreat, while at home on 
furlough for health reasons. 


LETTERS 
PREFERS NAME “SOUTHERN” 


I think the omission of “Southern” 
has weakened the Journal very much, 
and will lead many to believe that this 
action is just the beginning of a move 
towards modernistic trends. If this 
does occur, many readers will be fur- 
ther disappointed and will, in all prob- 
ability, cancel their subscriptions. The 
former name meant much to members 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
and the relation should not have been 


disturbed. Why not take a _ vote 
among your subscribers as to their 
wishes? 


—Mrs. T. W. Garrett 
Greenville, S. C. 


We have requested a vote in that we 
have asked readers to tell us what 
they think of the “new” JOURNAL. 
Thus far, 


the vote in favor of the 





changes made is about 5 to 1. We would 


say this further word to those dis- 
tressed by the dropping of the name 
“Southern:’’ The South is moving, even 
as the North is moving. When I was 
recently a pastor, I had former mem- 
bers in a great many States north of 
the Mason-Dixon line. 
wanted to transplant some of the rich 
spiritual heritage they had left behind 
They wanted 


Invariably they 


to their new locations. 
the church people among whom they 
lived and worked to appreciate the 
things the JOURNAL stands for. That 
is, in part, why the JOURNAL now 
goes into every State in the Union. 
It already is truly a national paper if, 
for no other reason than the fact that 
loyal Southern Presbyterians have tak- 


en it with them when they moved 
North and West. We don’t want to 
stay in the South. If our brand of 


Presbyterianism is good enough for 
Korea (where they don’t understand 
the word “Southern,’”’) we think it is 
good enough for Illinois, where many 
have given up hope of ever seeing it 


We don’t want to UNITE with 


the strange brand of religion practiced 


again. 


in some parts but we do want to en- 
courage people living in those parts to 
believe that PRESBYTERIANISM is 
far from dead—Ed. 


HYMN-SINGING 


I wish you would say something 
about the duty to make the singing of 
a hymn correspond to the words sung. 
I have attended churches where the 
minister and the choir do not seem to 
notice that hymns are often prayers 
and should be sung according to the 
thought of the prayer. I am a born 
musician and know lots about music 
except how to play it with my fingers 
and sing it with my voice (!) Be 
that as it may, I do not like to hear 


Jesus, and shall it ever be 
A mortal man ashamed of thee 


sung to the tempo of 


Hop light ladies, 
The cake’s all dough 


(Rev.) James W. Marshall 


Panama City, Fla. 


We have long lamented the fact that 


most born musicians cannot under- 
stand that people who are not born 
musicians may not be brought as close 
to the Lord as born musicians through 


the use of music that born musicians 


appreciate—Ed. 
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MORE ABOUT FLORA MAC. 


I consider the possible destruction 
of Flora Macdonald College as catas- 
trophic a loss to Christian Higher Ed- 
ucation as the burning of the library 
of ancient Alexandria. 


Mr. Buie is right. It is not too late 
to save it. The first step in that di- 
anyone feeling this way 
about it is to join the Scottish College 
Foundation, Inc., Red Springs, N. C. 
Address R. D. McMillan, Jr. 

—Virginia Frank 
High Point, N. C. 


rection for 


THIS AND THAT 


I am still anxiously awaiting the 
next article entitled ““‘Lest We forget” 
(by Dr. Gordon Clark). It has been 
nearly two months since the last one 
appeared. 


I have been a reader of the JOUR. 
NAL for some ten years, and conside: 
the “Lest We Forget’ among 
the very finest of all articles you have 
published during this period. 


series 


~-M. A. Henderson 
The GIDEONS 
Chicago, IIl. 


The necessity to offer several “‘uni- 
fied” 
importance forced us to interrupt this 
fine series. It will resume shortly 
after the first of the year—Ed. 


issues on matters of immediate 





I thank God every day for the 
JOURNAL. I feel that you men have 
helped save the Southern Church from 
Continue the battle! 

—(Rev.) Newton Schoenly 


East Weymouth, Mass. 


reunion. 





I like the JOURNAL very, very 
much. It is all good. Dr. Bell’s ar- 
ticles are outstanding. My copy is 
passed on to one of our elders, who 
enjoys reading it but who cannot af- 
ford to subscribe. The circle Bible 
study has been fine. My copies have 
been loaned to several of the ladies 
who were serving as moderators in 
my circle. 

—Miss Pattie H. Chrisman 

Moorefield, W. Va. 





The 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
A Magazine with a positive, fear- 


less, honest message—faithful to the 
Presbyterian Church it serves. 





